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ARTISTIC APPROACH

With the principles of artistic inquiry as the basis of his approach, 

Lucien Petit applies a solid knowledge of a variety of ceramic 

techniques to the production of unique objects. Adept at applying 

mixed techniques to create assemblages of materials, Petit uses 

materials as diverse as cardboard, wood, resins, alloys, and bronze 

to create distinctive pieces. Initially mentored and inspired by his 

friend the artist Daniel Pontoreau with whom he has undertaken 

numerous projects, Lucien has also collaborated with international 

artists-Abdel Abdessemed, Katinka Bock, Gérard Colin-Thiébaut 

and Fabrice Hyber among others - to produce a number of 

monumental experimental pieces. From 1994 to 2009, he worked 

closely with Jacqueline Lerat, who employed him as her assistant.

Petit’s dwellings and containers enclose, encompass and 

encapsulate. Evoking the modes of life they engenderand 

embody, they become spaces for ideas, myths, and being. His 

work  develops an interest in architecture, construction and 

the broader theme of receptacles, structured by the binary 

opposites of full and empty, form and counter-form, elevation 

and collapse, convex and concave, mineraland organic.

Oscillating between anthropomorphism and abstraction, these 

ideas are further developed in several recent series of modelled 

ceramics, continuing the tradition of sculpture inherent to 

the modern history of La Borne. The life-size sculptures are 

installed and exhibited in open spaces, configured to suggest 

dialogue and interaction.Becoming the protagonists of a 

silentchoreography, or the disparate elements of a mise en scene, 

the landscape is constantly shifting, its boundaries indistinct. 



The work that I have been producing for the past ten years or so is very 

much based on an exploration of a concept for wood-fired sculptures.

 

I had already been practicing ceramics long before I began this work 

and had experience of many different techniques. I was introduced 

to wood fire ceramics in the 1980’s when I first went to la Borne, with 

its strong tradition of wood-fired stoneware. I do not yet have a wood 

fire kiln of my own but intend to build one very soon a new type of kiln.

 

I currently fire my sculptures in the 3m2 anagama kiln at  the Centre 

Céramique de La Borne and have firings approximately three or four times 

a year. My work is fired in the centre of the chamber. My firings are long, 

generally five days, at temperatures between 1320° and 1350° C. I use about 

12 cubic metres of wood oak and hornbeam of different sizes, in each firing.

The impact of fire is very important to the outcome of my work. I 

make my own clay body mixing different grogs, local clay add others 

one and additional mineral. Most of my pieces are covered with slips 

depending on the desired result and their placement in the kiln.

 

Lucien Petit - 2017



Lucien Petit lives and works just outside of La Borne, France, renowned 

as a pottery center since the 13th century. He trained in industrial 

ceramics and in his early work produced small, rudimentary houses 

and shelters. This theme of dwelling and abode has continued to 

inform his sculptures in a more abstract but no less forceful way, 

putting his technical expertise at the service of his distinctive vision.



SCULPTURES

LUCIEN PETIT



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #21

15 x 24 x 15 cm

2018

1.400 €



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #38

72 x 23 x 16 cm
 

2018

3.600  €



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #41

57 x 39 x 22 cm
 

2019

3.500  €



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #44

23 x 15 x 11 cm
 

2019

1.400  €



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #42

46 x 27 x 21 cm
 

2018

3.000  €



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #52

87 x 34 x 24 cm
 

2018

4.000  €



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #60

47 x 26 x 21 cm

2019

2.800 €



LA FACE CACHÉE DE LA LUNE #53

55 x 33 x26 cm

2018

3.000  €





BLOC ÉQUILIBRE

90 x 39 x 17 cm

2016

3.800 €



KIMONO #5

80 x 43 x 18 cm

2017

3.800 €



KIMONO #6

80 x 42 x 17 cm

2017

3.800 €





ENCASTRATURE #6

77 x 52 x 24 cm

2018

5.700 €



ENCASTRATURE #17

41 x 18 x 10 cm

2019

2.800 €



ENCASTRATURE #11

80 x 50 x 26 cm

2018

5.200€



ENCASTRATURE #21

50 x 37 x 16 cm

2019

2.500 €





PETITE COLONNE CENDRÉE

56 x 12 x 12 cm

2017

2.000 €



PETITE COLONNE CENDRÉE #3

41 x 10 x 09 cm

2019

1.500 €



COLONNE #22

77 x 23 x 14 cm

2019

3.800 €



COLONNE #20

63 x 12 cm

2019

2.800 €



COLONNE ECHELLE #24

88 x 29 x 16 cm

2019

4.500 €



COLONNE PERCÉE #23

81 x 18 x 18 cm

2019

3.500 €



COLONNE ECHELLE #28

41 x 12 x 08 cm

2020

2.800 €



COLONNE PERCÉE #33

43 x 11 x 11 cm

2020

2.800 €



COLONNE PERCÉE #37

40 x 14 x 9 cm

2020

2.500 €



COLONNE PERCÉE #39

39 x 11 x 11 cm

2020

2.200 €





EXTRUSION #44

94 x 45 x 44 cm

2020

8.000 €



EXTRUSION #36

31 x 25 x 9 cm

2020

2.400 €



EXTRUSION #45

84 x 48 x 37 cm

2020

6.000 €



EXTRUSION #29

83 x 82 x 23cm

2019

5.000 €



EXTRUSION #46

75 x 40 x 32 cm

2020

6.000 €



EXTRUSION #42

76 x 57 x 20 cm

2019

4.400 €



EXTRUSION #49

30 x 15 x 10 cm

2020

2.600 €



EXTRUSION #47

30 x 24 x 10 cm

2020

2.400 €





COLONNE ANTHROPOGENIC

113 x 30 x 22 cm

2016

5.000 €



MAISON #4

34 x 30 x 22 cm

2019

2.500 €



COLONNE TAILÉE

108 x 32 x 32 cm

2015

7.000 €



BLOC PERCÉ #1

36 x 27 cm

2015 - 2017

3.200 €



BLOC PERCÉ #2

34 x 28 cm

2015 - 2018

3.200 €



BLOC TAILLÉ #16

53 x 38 x 27  cm

201 - 2014

3.800 €



BLOC TAILLÉ #17

50 x 36 x 26 cm

2011 - 2014

3.800 €



LUCIEN  PETIT

Lucien Petit was born in Sancerre in 1957. He lives and works 

in Boisbelle,  close  to the village of La Borne in central France. 

Schooled in industrial ceramic techniques, his early personal 

production began with a series of small-scale houses, huts, and 

shelters, often rudimentary in design. The theme of dwellings, 

abodes and containerswas to become a recurrent motif in his work.
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